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I. COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is intended to introduce basic principles of fluid mechanics. It is further extended to cover the application 

of fluid mechanics by the inclusion of fluid machinery especially water turbine and water pumps. Now days the 

principles of fluid mechanics find wide applications in many situations directly or indirectly. The use of fluid 

machinery, turbines pumps in general and in power stations in getting as accelerated fill up. Thus, there is a great 

relevance for this course for mechanical technicians. The Mechanical technicians have to deal with large variety of 

fluids like water, air, steam, ammonia and even plastics. The major emphasis is given for the study of water. 

However, the principle dealt with in this course will be applicable to all incompressible fluids. 
 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES 

The Students will try to learn: 
1. The importance of study of open channel flow, to give brief description on different types of flows and channels 

and hydraulic design principles of channels. 

2. The fundamentals of Uniform and Non-Uniform flow in open channels and importance of specific energy, 

critical flow and their applications. 

3. The gradually varied flow and rapidly varied flow and their equations and computations and the concepts of 

momentum principles. 

4. The working principles, functions and applications of pumps and turbines. 

 

III. COURSESYLLABUS 

MODULE – I: OPEN CHANNEL FLOW (09) 
Types of flows, types of channels, channel characteristics, velocity distribution, determination of velocity using 

empherical methods, economical sections, critical flow, critical depth, specific energy, hydraulic jump. 

 

MODULE – II: BOUNDARY LAYER THEORY (09) 
Viscous fluid flow – Boundary conditions – Development of boundary layer – Estimation of boundary layer thickness 

– Displacement thickness, momentum and energy thickness Characteristics of boundary layer along a thin flat plate, 

Vonkarmon momentum integral equation, laminar and turbulent Boundary layers separation of BL, control of BL, 

flow around submerged objects. 

 

MODULE – III: IMPACT OF JETS AND HYDRAULIC TURBINES (09) 
IMPACT OF JETS: Hydrodynamic force of jets on stationary, moving plates, jet striking centrally and at tip of 

symmetrical and unsymmetrical vanes, jet striking on series of straight and curved vanes. Velocity triangles at inlet 

and outlet, principle of angular momentum. 

 
HYDRAULIC TURBINES: Classification of hydraulic turbines, selection of hydraulic turbines, working, design 

principles of impulse and reaction turbines, draft tube, theory and function efficiency, layout of hydropower plant, 

types of heads and efficiencies. 

 

MODULE – IV: CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS (09) 
Classification of pumps, work done, manometric head, minimum starting speed, losses and efficiency, specific speed, 

multistage pump, pumps in parallel, performance of pumps, design of centrifugal pumps, NPSH, cavitation in pumps. 



 

MODULE – V: DIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS (09) 
Dimensional Analysis, dimensionless numbers, methods of dimensional analysis (Buckingham’s π-Theorem). 

Concept of similitude – model and prototype. 

 

IV. TEXT BOOKS 
1. Subramanya K. “Open Channel Flow”, Tata McGraw Hill Publications, New Delhi, 2008. 
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